November 25, 1854 Letter from Warren Ford Reynolds to Asa Reynolds

Letter written by Warren F. Reynolds at South Cottonwood, Utah on 25 November 1854 to his
brother, Asa Reynolds in Fenton, Michigan. Dan Mahaney has original. Copied 30 July 1994
by Robert C. Mahaney. Copy sent by mail to Robert N. Reynolds on July 27, 2009. Transcribed
into Segoe script with original spelling preserved and footnotes added by great-grandson Robert
N. Reynolds August 3, 2009.

Satwrday Nov-25" 54 G S L Cownty
Dear Brotiver, | Receved yowur letter dated Sept 10 and was
glad to- heare from yow: Yow wishe to- kinow the reson of my
not rifng. | lhav- now onely fore thhe want of time & trat iy no-
resov atfol for | have all Hhe Hime tivat God ever allotted to-
man & this B without beguuning or end yow say. Bro-
Chorles hay trovmsmitted iy last to- me. Wal there s one
thing to- comfort yow & me — he hay paid He det of nature &
yow to- rest withv iy Fativer & Mothver & Sustery and LittHe
Edword Decator owr second Chulde — e died December 21,
way 20 montivg old — but shal wee morne for them - no
ovdy the loy of thare company for Hey are happy wihile yow
& | are miserabul & shal | say Un hell — yes for so- F e Yow



may think | am sane..but | am not: We read Hat Saton
wos cost owt of hevon & sunk to- the loest el & that e drew-
one third of the hostes of Heven & wirare do- wee finde him
& his armee — right hear on Haly eartive What s his enss
never to- have a tabbernackle of flesiv and bone Like yow & le
hawe got: It iy flresom fo- conwerse un Hus kind of way wien |
howe enoughv withvin my boosom to- plaster one swoe of your
born & wirle | meditate o trese thungs the visonw of my
mind expandy and reacies east & west & broncihes ot Like
tHe branches of a tree & wore | to- g awny fo- my feelingy |
sihowdol set down &

Page Two-
cry Uke o chuilde but wiren | meditote on tive plan that Gool
has wutututed for Hhe salvation & redemsion of moan & of thhe
glorins reserection tivare W notiving tivat o moww connot
surmount — he caw sacrafuse Wiy propevty leave iy friendy go-
to- the natons that Wy b darkness and preaci the gospil as
many of Hhe elders of Lreal do- for five years & beg iy food
& newer redese on peny for Wiy labor — shawrely Hily Ly one of
the grotest mericals thot o man conv ask for to-see scoves &
huwndireds of He elders tronversing the globe withowt serip or
purs just as the propiet sayed they would b the last days —
buwt my dear Brotiver | cannot say munch about tiese mater n
Hus sdandt woy of covwersing but watche well tive tumes & call
on Hre Lord to- gw- yow Ught for | kno- yow wourld gue all yow
poses Uf yow would kinow- tivat Mormonism woy Hhe trutiv —
that iy woy the plase for yow — | can bare yow my
testumony ay | lhow- before that Ut b true Hhat God has o



Propet o the eartiv that e hay restored the lholy prestivood
to- man for | hold. a portlon of Ut & | kinow that Hrawre s
virtue & power i Ut & | have ben blesed by U & hawve had
power to- heal Hre sick v my one famidy — Asa yow wisheo
me to- rite more particlers abought Grandfotiver Saxton ™ he
lwves 60 miles from heor witiv Searly — Ihas Ihad poor healtiv
tHuy fol — way getting better last weak — | do- not Hhunk he
wll sfand it long — has got along furt rate

Page Tlhuee
since he caome heor — hay never been withv out money
enowgh to- by a drvm — hay got 60 ov 70 dollars by i now-
— he keeps to- cows — con get SOcty per pound for butter — he
wanted me to- poy travsportation on He Hog — | did not
comply & he gave him to- Coawrtland Seorls? - wos conglt v
o frap & cited. Fativer Merrell family are all well — | find.
oldl york state people that youst to- kinow- yow & Fotirer & U iy
guite o treat — Ay me and yow kinew miller reddfeald bosley,
ol lam & wife chet heoativ vay backed out: Sunce | rowt to-
yow last wee have had a fune Davghter — we call her Edna
Josephune — Wittle Johwuney says he g gon to- uncle Asas
otherd to- get sum applesy — thave semes to- be a vacancy v
my fommaly by losing Lttle eddy — he was a smar Clhild &
wee hated to- port withv hviim — lhawe yow sent your fase to- me
yet — | sent Charles to- news papery & a letter or too- that he
never got: | Lave 10 miles from the city — hoawve got a good
farme wortiv 2000 dollary & doing tolerabple well — wiveat s

1 The reference here is to Joseph Saxton the maternal grandfather of Edna Merrell. Saxton and his wife located
with their daughter, Rebecca Ann Saxton (wife of Breed Searle) at Payson, Utah, sixty miles south of Warren F.
Reynolds farm in South Cottonwood. Saxton died and was buried at Payson in 1862.

2 Son of Breed Searle and a grandson of Joseph Saxton.




worth to- dollars, corn 1.75 ooty 1.50 pork 25 per Up —
merchandise vervy hy — shungar 35 ofy coffee SO tea good fo-
dollary and every think v proporton, right to- me offone &
dovot wot for me for | must rite to- wilham & the rest so- yow
see | hawe a dubble porton but | rite asw- offorv as | con — my
respects to- ol — el Samumel & Amandy to-
rife too me - no more at presant

Wasrren F. Reynolos to- Asa”

3 There is a lot to surmise in this letter which was written on 25 November 1854, two and one-half months after
receiving one from Asa, wherein the older brother asks the younger, “Why haven't you written?” And Warren
responds “no reson atol.” — but then he proceeded to write two of his three pages bearing his testimony and
justifying his belief in his newly revealed religion that had cost him so dearly that he suspected his brother might
consider him “insane”!

The setting of the letter is just a few short months after their brother Charles died on 14 July 1854 at Rose,
Michigan where Asa resided. We may believe that there were other written communications between Warren
and members of his family in Michigan because of his reference to such in an earlier correspondence. So it is
safe to believe that Warren had been informed of his brother Charles death — otherwise it would seem peculiar
for Warren to take so long in responding to his close kin. In the fall of 1854 Asa was comfortably settled on two
“eighties” on which he farmed and he was making both social and material progress as a County Supervisor and
a State Legislator, while Warren was out in Utah on the frontier amongst his new religionists and working hard
to “make ends meet.”

It is easy to believe that Asa's earlier letter, that Warren received on 10 September 1854, may have offered at
least a small challenge to his status and in particular to his religion. Without Asa's letter we will never know the
full story. Of Asa's personal character we have an account published in the History of Oakland County,
Michigan which cites that his religion was “liberal—never having affiliated with any denomination or church.”
This reference further described Asa as “a man of kindly and genial disposition, large hospitality, considerable
intelligence, and unquestioned integrity.” This from page 266 of History of Oakland County, Michigan. A
descendant, Robert C. Mahaney wrote a short sketch of Asa's life in 1988 in which he stated that Asa was an
active Mason and Baptist at the time of his death, which occurred at Fenton, Michigan in 1888 when Asa was
78. Mahaney also holds that our Reynolds family were active Baptists while living at Avon, New York.

Of Warren Ford Reynolds' character we now have his written testimony revealing the depth of his personal
convictions that led him “to eat root little pig or die,” to traverse half the American continent by horse and
wagon, and to establish his “good farme” in the valley of the Great Salt Lake. Over the next forty-six years he
would witness the birth of fourteen more children to carry out his legacy. As with “little Eddy” he would outlive
his “little Johnny,” whom he witnessed grow to be a man, and his “fine Daughter Edna Josephine.” Of their
deaths we know little, but this we do know — in1889 he paid the ultimate penalty of prison for his religious
beliefs rather than abandon his progeny which now number in the hundreds.
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Letter written by Warren F. Reynoids on 25 Nov., 1834 From Salt Lake City
to his brother, Asa Reynolds in Fenton. Dan Mahaney has origimal. Copied
30 July, 1994,
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NOTE: This little piece of Reynolds Family history was made possible by the research and
generosity of Asa's descendant, Dr. Robert C. Mahaney of Holland, Michigan.
Robert N. Reynolds, Littleton, Colorado, 18 August 2009.



